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(54) DEVELOPING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prolong the life of a 
depressurizing filter with a simple constitution, to 
drastically improve a replacing cycle and to attain the 
reduction of the running cost, by providing a masking 
member in contact with the surface of the 
depressurizing filter. 

SOLUTION: An opening part 31 is formed in the upper 
wall of a developing casing 20, and a depressurizing filter 

32 is installed in the opening part 31. A masking member 

33 is installed so as to be moved in the surface direction 
of the filter 32 in contact with the upper surface of the 
depressurizing filter 32. The depressurizing filter 32 is 
provided with a function of preventing the increase of an 
internal pressure caused by the rotation of a paddle 
wheel 21, only air is discharged through the filter 32 
without leaking toner outside the developing device. The 
masking member 33 is set so that it may occupy an area 
smaller than that of the filter 32 in order to limit the 
effective area of the depressurizng filter 32. That is, the 

filter part covered with the masking member 33 does not function as a filter, but only the 
exposed part of the filter does so. 
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